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Amendments to the Claims : 

1 . (Canceled) 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Previously presented) The method of claim 31, said performing step 
including the step of contacting said sample with a quantity of HCV antigen. 

4. (Previously presented) The method of claim 31, said performance of said 
antibody-based assay providing results indicating whether said sample is antibody positive or 
antibody negative. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Cancelled) 

S. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 7 31, said prediction having at 
least a 90% probability that the individual providing said fluid sample has chronic HCV 
infection. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 731, said prediction having at 
least a 95% probability that the individual providing said fluid sample has chronic HCV infection. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 731. said prediction having at 
least a 97% probability that the individual providing said fluid sample has chronic HCV infection. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 731, said method permitting a 
prediction that the individual has a probability of less than 50% of having chronic HCV infection. 
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1 2 . (Currently Amended) A method of predicting whether an individual providing 
a first fluid sample comprising biological fluid testing positive for HCV antibodies from an HCV 
antibody assay capable of detecting more than one HCV antibody has chronic HCV infection and 
said assay having a plurality of different HCV antigens reactive with different antibodies therein, 
said method comprising the steps of: 

measuring the optical density of a second fluid sample, said second fluid sample comprising 
(I) a portion of the first fluid sample prior to conducting said the HCV antibody 
assay, and (ii) said plurality of different antigens from said HCV antibody ass yassay 

correlating said measured optical density with a predetermined standard optical density value 
derived from individuals known to have chronic HCV infection; and 

predicting that the individual providing the first fluid sample has chronic HCV infection 
based on said correlation , said predicting step including the step of comparing said 
measured optical density with optical density ranges corresponding to certain 
probabilities that the individual has chronic HCV infection, said optical density 
ranges providing at least 80% accuracy levels for any measured optical density level. 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Cancelled) 

1 5 . (Currently Amended) The method of cl aim tt\2 , said certain probability that 
the individual has chronic HCV infection being less than about 10% when said measured optical 
density is less than 1 .0 in comparison to a negative control which must have an optical density of 0. 1 
or less at 660 nm. 
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16. (Currently Amended) The method ofclaim-B12, said certain prob ability that 
the individual has chronic HCV infection being less than about 15% when said measured optical 
density is less than 2.35 in comparison to a negative control which must have an optical density of 
0.1 or less at 660 run. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1312, said certain probability that 
the individual has chronic HCV infection being greater than about 70% when said measured optical 
density is greater than about 2.35 in comparison to a negative control which must have an optical 
density of 0.1 or less at 660 nm. 

1 8 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim +312, said certain probability that 
the individual has chronic HCV infection being greater than about 80% when said measured optical 
density is greater than 3.0 in comparison to a negative control which must have an optical density 
of 0. 1 or less at 660 nm. 
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19. (Currently Amended) A method of predicting that an individual testing 
positive for HCV infection using an antibody-based assay capable of detecting more than one HCV 
antibody is chronically infected with HCV, said method comprising the steps of: 

obtaining a fluid sample from the individual; 

contacting said fluid sample with a plurality of different HCV antigens reactive with 

different antibodies to form a solution; 
determining the optical density of said solutionhaving said plurality of different antigens 

therein; and 

comparing said determined optical density with a set of standard optical density values 
correlated with probabilities of chronic HCV infection and predicting whether or not 
the individual has chronic HCV based on said comparison , said comparing step 
including the step of using said standard optic al density values to provide the 
probability that said individual has chronic HCV infection . 

20. (Cancelled) 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2619, said probability increasing 
as said determined optical density increases. 

22. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2612, said probability being less 
than 20% when said determined optical density is less than about 1 .0 in comparison to a negative 
control which must have an optical density of 0.1 or less at 660 nm. 
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23 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2019, said probability being less 
than 20% when said determined optical density is less than about 2.35 in comparison to a negative 
control which must have an optical density of 0.1 or less at 660 nm. 

24. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2019, said probability being 
greater than 70% when said determined optical density is more than about 2.35 in comparison to a 
negative control which must have an optical density of 0.1 or less at 660 nm. 

25. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2019, said probability being 
greater than about 80% when said determined optical density is more than about 3.0 in comparison 
to a negative control which must have an optical density of 0 J or less at 660 nm. 

26. (Canceled) 

27. (Canceled) 

28. (Canceled) 

29. (Canceled) 

30. (Canceled) 
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3 1 . (Currently Amended) A method of predicting whether or not an individual 
has chronic HCV infection comprising the steps of: 

obtaining a fluid sample from the individual; 

performing an antibody-based assay on said sample, said assay including contacting 
said sample with a plurality of different HCV antigens reactive with different 
antibodies and detecting interactions between the antigens and antibodies 
from the sample; 

determining the optical density of said sample after said antibody-based assay is 
performed and with said plurality of different HCV antigens present in said 
sample; and 

using the optical density to predict whether the individual has chronic HCV infection 
by comparing the determined optical density with a correlation curve based 
on the optical densities of fluid samples in combination with HCV antigen 
from an HCV antibody-based assay from individuals having chronic HCV 
infection and individuals that have cleared the HCV infection but still test 
positive for HCV antibodies: 
said method permitting a prediction having at least an 80% probability that the individual 
providing said fluid sample has chronic HCV infection . 
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